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were put into force. This meant that Italian goods were
boycotted, no financial loans were made to Italy, and an em-
bargo was placed on the expoit of certain goods to Italy.
This cmbaigo did not apply to oil needed for aeroplanes
and the army, since the U.S.A., not being a member of the
League, did not apply sanctions, and the League Powers
considered it useless for them to refrain when supplies
poured in to Italy from the U.S.A.
The lesulls of the war were, first the speedy conquest of
Abyssinia, which was cnlitely annexed to Italy in 1936;
second, bitter animosity between Italy and the two " demo-
cratic " powcts, (treat Britain and France, who had led the
opposition.   Italy now turned away from her former allies, The
and began the policy of friendship with Germany, which IcSSi
developed into the close alliance known as the Rome-Berlin Aaas
Axis.
This same petiod which saw Italy become a dictatorship,1
saw the transformation of Germany in 1933 from a demo- Germany
cratic Republic to a totalitarian State ruled by an absolute
dictator, and saw too the new Germany become once more
a great military power, with a policy of expansion based on
aggression.
Those who believed in democracy, that is in government
by the people through elected representatives, and in free-
dom of speech, freedom of the press, and the right to hold
public meetings, thus had to face a Europe in which more
than half the tcnitory was ruled by dictatorships where no
democratic institutions and no freedom were allowed to
survive.2
In the case of Germany the dictatorship led to the renewal
of European war. We have to see how this came about.
Germany, after Versailles, was organized as a Republic.
* Turkey too, under Mustapha Kemal (Kamal Ataturkj adopted government
through a dictate*.
1 Stalin (son of a shoemaker), Hitler (son of an Austrian official), Mussolini
(son of a blacksmith), all began their political careers as Socialists, and all ended
AS dictators.